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DDSN Budget Update

December 21, 2012

Yesterday Governor Nikki Haley announced her Executive Budget for fiscal year
2013-2014. Her budget recommendations are very good for people with disabilities and
include nearly $5 million in new recurring dollar appropriations to DDSN that are critical
to continuing essential services individuals and families are receiving today. This is
wonderful!

The Governor’s Executive Budget responds to new federal compliance changes
that require new state funds in order to maintain existing service levels. It also
addresses the need for funding to provide quality care at today’s cost and assures the
safety and wellbeing of consumers. The Executive Budget goes further to enhance new
in-home individual and family support services. These are essential to keeping families

together and preventing unnecessary and expensive out-of-home placements. Please
see the attached chart.

Again, Governor Haley has given individuals with disabilities and their families
the highest priority. Her Executive Budget recommendation is a crucial step in the

lengthy state budget process. We are grateful for her leadership and support of DDSN’s
mission!

CC: DDSN Commission

P.O. Box 239
Clinton, SC 29325-5328
Phone: (864) 938-3497

DISTRICT I
Midlands Center - Phone: 803/935-7500 !
Whitten Center - Phone: 864/833-2733

9995 Miles Jamison Road
Suminerville, SC 29483
Phone: 843/832.5576

DISTRICT 1!
Coastal Center - Phone: 843/873-3750
Pee Dee Center - Phone: 84376642600
Saleeby Center - Phone: 8437332 4104
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December 21, 2012

The Honorable Nikki R. Haley
Governor of South Carolina
South Carolina State House
1205 Pendleton Street
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

Dear Governor Haley:

COMMISSION

Fred Lynn

Chairman

Deborah C. McPherson
Vice Chairman

Christine Sharp
Secretary

Katherine W. Davis
Harvey E. Shiver
Katherine Llamas Finley
Eva R. Ravenel

On behalf of the South Carolina Commission on Disabilities and Special Needs and the
individuals and families we serve, thank you for the very important funding recommendations
you included for DDSN in your 2013-2014 Executive Budget.

South Carolina’s families are amazing in their caregiving and dedication to their loved
ones with a disability. Your budget not only responds to changing federal requirements but
also recognizes that DDSN services are essential to families and not just “nice to have.” It
acknowledges how critical it is to sustain these vital services especially to those most vulnerable
requiring 24-hour specialized care. Your recommendations will better enable the agency to

provide quality services and fulfill its mission. Your budget sets clear priorities for the

expenditure of funds and the focus of our energies. This is both necessary and laudable as
resources are still very limited even with the new growth our state is experiencing under your

leadership.

Thank you for making people with severe lifelong disabilities and services for them a
priority. We are grateful for your support. We appreciate your hard work and leadership on
behalf of all South Carolina citizens.

BB/sd

Sincerely,

Beverly A. H. Buscemi, Ph.D.

Cc: Members, DDSN Commission

P.O. Box 239

State Director
DISTRICT I
Midlands Center - Phone: 803/935-7500 9995 Miles jamison Road
Whitten Center - Phone: 864/833-2733 Summerville, SC 29485

Clinton, SC 29325-5328
Phone: (864) 938-3497

Phone: 843/832-5576

Coastal Center - Phone: 843/873-5750
Pee Dee Center - Phone: 843/664-2600
Salecby Center - Phone: 843/332-4104



