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SC Department Of Disabilities And Special 
Needs (DDSN)

DDSN serves persons with Intellectual Disabilities, Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, Traumatic Brain Injury and Spinal 
Cord Injury, and conditions related to each of these four 
disabilities. DDSN is the State agency that plans, develops, 
coordinates, and funds services for South Carolinians with 
severe, lifelong disabilities. 

Autism Spectrum Disorder is defined as an abnormal or 
impaired development of the brain that affects social 
interaction and communication, as well as markedly 
restricted, repetitive and stereotyped patterns of behaviors, 
interests and activities in early childhood development. 
Autism spectrum disorder is a neurobiological disorder 
which affects the way information is perceived and processed 
and results in impairments that alter an individual’s ability to 
learn and think and respond to their environment in the same 
way as “age equivalent” peers. 

Who is the autism division

The Autism Division is the branch of DDSN that handles 
issues regarding individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
and the people who assist them on a regular basis. The three 
main service areas of the Autism Division are Evaluation, 
Consultation, and Training.  The Autism Division operates 
the Pervasive Development Disorder (PDD) program. The 
Autism Division has offices located in Charleston, Columbia, 
Florence, and Spartanburg.
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Autism Division Training

The Autism Division publishes an annual training calendar 
(this booklet) to provide effective training to families, 
professionals, and others involved with individuals with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder. Their goal of training is to 
improve the lives of people with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
living in South Carolina. The trainings focus on strategies 
that work best for community presence and best practices 
for:

•	 inclusion in all environments
•	 effective treatment planning
•	 use of appropriate teaching techniques
•	� design/development of plans to address challenges

The Autism Division offers training regionally and by request 
statewide.

Continuing Education Credits and Medicaid Training Hours 
are approved for Licensed Social Workers, Speech-Language 
Pathologists, Audiologists, Early Interventionists, and 
the Department Of Social Services Training for Child Care 
Workers. 

This training calendar is available online at the DDSN 
website:

http://www.ddsn.sc.gov/consumers/divisions/pages/autism.aspx 



Training Session Cancellations

Any training session may be cancelled if there is an 
insufficient number of applicants. The decision to cancel 
is made two weeks prior to the first day of each training 
session. If a cancellation occurs, registrants will be 
contacted as quickly as possible. Late applications will not 
overturn a cancelled training session. 

Notice to Classroom Teachers

Some training sessions offered by the Autism Division qualify 
for renewal credits. Refer to the course descriptions in the 
calendar and contact your school district’s Renewal Credit 
Plan coordinator for clarification. 

Please Note:
•	 After you submit your training registration, after 
receiving an email acceptance letter, you must confirm that 
you are going to attend the specific training session by the 
designated deadline or you will lose your slot. 
•	 Due to the size of our training room, we can only accept a 
specific number of participants in each session.
•	 Completing a registration form is not a guarantee of 
acceptance. Acceptance confirmation and directions to 
training site will be mailed prior to the session. 
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Case Management Workshop 7/15/2016

Understanding Autism 9/2/2016

Accessing Autism Division Services 10/3/2016

Employment Strategies 11/4/2016

Early Intervention Workshop 1/23/2017

Parent Training: Teachable Moments 2/27/2017

Understanding Autism 5/5/2017

Toileting Training 6/23/2017

Regional Locations and Calendars

Columbia Autism Division: Midlands
8301 Farrow Road
Columbia SC 29203

803-935-5090 (office)
803-935-7135 (fax)

See Course Description On Next Page



Case management Workshop: A one Day training session for 
Case Managers on Autism Spectrum Disorders,  information 
on treatment strategies and teaching techniques for  working 
with individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders.  This training 
provides an overview of the services offered by the Autism 
Division, information on effective approaches and current 
treatment trends for individuals with autism.  time will be 
scheduled for problem solving and discussion.

Understanding Autism:  An introductory course for parents 
and professionals in order to review the characteristics of 
Autism, teaching strategies, services available, and additional 
resources that parents and professionals may access. Time for 
open discussion will be provided in this workshop to assist in 
more specific areas of concern and/or interest.

Accessing Autism Division Services: A training designed for 
Case Managers and Early Interventionists new to the DDSN 
System. The focus will be a review of intake and referral 
procedures of the Autism Division and Accessing other services 
provided by Autism Consultants. 

Employment Strategies: A training on general information 
on autism, supported employment strategies and approaches, 
information to training participants that could be used for 
future job placement for an individual with autism and facilitate 
questions and answer participants may have about supported 
employment approaches.
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Early Intervention workshop: A one Day training session for 
Early Interventionists who are not familiar with Autism, and/
or need information on treatment strategies and teaching 
techniques for children with Autism. Early Intervention looks 
at structuring the environment and developmental tasks to 
teach preschool skills across domains. time will be scheduled 
for problem solving and discussion.

Parent Training – Teachable Moments: provides information 
about Autism , teaching strategies to use in the home and 
techniques for addressing behavioral issues, and includes some 
strategies for structure and teaching at home to keep parenting 
positive. 

Toileting Training: a training designed for Early 
interventionists and parents. The focus of this training is 
to identify the strategies for teaching children with Autism 
to toilet independently and to proactively address problem 
behavior associated with toileting. 



Accessing Autism Division Services 8/4/2016

Understanding Autism 8/18/2016

Basic Treatment Strategies
9/1, 8, 
15/2016

Strategies for Parents 11/10/2016

Teaching Techniques that Work 1/26/2017

Understanding Behavior: Solving the Puzzle 2/9/2017

After the Diagnosis for Adults: The Next Step 3/23/2017

Make and Take Visual Supports 5/4/2017

Toileting Training 6/8/2017

Spartanburg Autism Division:

Piedmont
269 S. Church St. Suite 309

Spartanburg SC 29306
864-594-4907 (office)

864-594-4923 (fax)

See Course Description On Next Page
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Accessing Autism Division Services: A training designed for 
Case Managers and Early Interventionists new to the DDSN 
System. The focus will be a review of intake and referral 
procedures of the Autism Division and Accessing other services 
provided by Autism Consultants.

Understanding Autism:  An introductory course for parents 
and professionals in order to review the characteristics of 
Autism, teaching strategies, services available, and additional 
resources that parents and professionals may access. Time for 
open discussion will be provided in this workshop to assist in 
more specific areas of concern and/or interest.

Basic Treatment Strategies: a three day class that provides 
information about how to set up programming for social 
and communication skills; gives participants practice using 
teaching techniques that work;  and structures an approach for 
managing behavior challenges.  

Strategies for Parents: parent training designed to introduce 
Autism to parents of newly diagnosed preschoolers. The training 
will review the characteristics of Autism and an overview of 
treatment strategies considered “Best Practices”.

Teaching Techniques that Work: training designed for 
professionals, paraprofessionals, and parents. The focus will be 
demonstrating and applying simple, effective teaching strategies 
that relate to reinforcement, prompting, communication, and 
social intentions. 



Understanding Behavior: Solving the Puzzle: learn how to 
analyze behavior. bring in video of your child and work together 
to analyze the behavior, create effective strategies to address 
challenges. This workshop starts with a review of Autism and 
common sources of behavior trouble. 

After The Diagnosis for Adults: The Next Step: This Training 
offers information for parents and others regarding access 
to services, resources, transitioning, , supports, and self-
advocacy. 

Make and Take Visual Supports: learn all about different 
types of visual supports and how to create them. come prepare 
to identify a need and make a support to take home for immediate 
use. 

Toileting Training: a training designed for Early 
interventionists and parents. The focus of this training is 
to identify the strategies for teaching children with Autism 
to toilet independently and to proactively address problem 
behavior associated with toileting.
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Charleston Autism Division: Coastal
9995 Miles Jamison Road

Summerville SC 29485
843-832-5561 (office)

843-832-5560 (fax)

See Course Description On Next Page

Toileting Training 7/13/2016

Understanding Autism 8/10/2016

Dealing with Difficult Behaviors 9/14/2016

Make and Take Visual Supports 11/9/2016

Toileting Training 1/11/2017

Understanding Autism 2/8/2017

Dealing with Difficult Behaviors 3/8/2017

Strategies for Early Interventionists and 
Parents of Young Children

5/10/2017

Toileting Training 6/14/2017



Toileting Training: a training designed for Early 
interventionists and parents. The focus of this training is 
to identify the strategies for teaching children with Autism 
to toilet independently and to proactively address problem 
behavior associated with toileting.

Understanding Autism: An introductory course for parents 
and professionals in order to review the characteristics of 
Autism, teaching strategies, services available, and additional 
resources that parents and professionals may access. Time for 
open discussion will be provided in this workshop to assist in 
more specific areas of concern and/or interest.

Dealing with difficult Behaviors: designed for professionals 
and parents. The focus will be to introduce antecedent 
strategies and positive behavior reduction strategies that can be 
implemented with simple environmental changes and low cost/
no cost adaptations. 

Make and Take Visual Supports: learn all about different 
types of visual supports and how to create them. come prepare 
to identify a need and make a support to take home for immediate 
use. 

Strategies for Early Interventionists and Parents of Young 
Children: training designed for professionals and parents. The 
training will review what Early Intervention is both in the home 
and behind the scenes. This training also offers toy use and 
teaching techniques to further promote developmental skills 
needed in early childhood. 
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Florence Autism Division: Pee Dee 
714 National Cemetery Road

Florence SC 29506
843-664-2720 (office)

843-664-2735 (fax)

ABBIS 7/11-15/2016

ABBIS Follow Up Dates 7/18-21/2016

Toileting Training 8/25/2016

Basic Treatment Strategies 9/7-9/2016

Strategies for Parents 9/19/2016

Eliciting communication 10/3/2016

Characteristics and Practices for Challenging 
Behaviors 

10/17/2016

Dealing with Difficult Behaviors 11/3/2016

Strategies for Classrooms and Effective use of 
Teacher Supports

1/9/2017

Teaching Techniques that Work 2/28/2017

Basic Treatment Strategies 3/22-24/2017

Strategies for Parents 5/15/2017

See Course Description On Next Page



ABBIS: Autism Behavior Based Instructional Strategies: a 
training course designed for classroom teachers serving 
students with Autism. The emphasis is on key skills that teachers 
need to set up and to manage effective instructional programs. 
Some of the elementary principles of ABA are taught and form 
the foundational concepts for all the skills trained in this 9 day 
course. Please contact this center for more information.

Toileting Training: a training designed for Early 
interventionists and parents. The focus of this training is 
to identify the strategies for teaching children with Autism 
to toilet independently and to proactively address problem 
behavior associated with toileting.  

Basic Treatment Strategies: a three day class that provides 
information about how to set up programming for social 
and communication skills; gives participants practice using 
teaching techniques that work;  and structures an approach for 
managing behavior challenges.  

Strategies for Parents: parent training designed to introduce 
Autism to parents of newly diagnosed preschoolers. The training 
will review the characteristics of Autism and an overview of 
treatment strategies considered “Best Practices”.

Eliciting Communication: training designed for both 
professionals and parents. The focus of this training will be on 
demonstrating the strategies that will assist in eliciting and 
reinforcing communication efforts at home, school, and the 
community. 
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Characteristics and Practices for Challenging Behaviors: The 
purpose of this workshop is to describe characteristics of middle 
and high school students with Autism. The focus will be on how 
to support students who exhibit challenging behaviors in the 
classroom.

Dealing with difficult Behaviors: designed for professionals 
and parents. The focus will be to introduce antecedent 
strategies and positive behavior reduction strategies that can be 
implemented with simple environmental changes and low cost/
no cost adaptations.

Strategies for Classrooms and Effective use of Teacher 
Supports: The purpose of this workshop is to describe supports 
you can integrate in your classroom for students with Autism.

Teaching Techniques that Work: training designed for 
professionals, paraprofessionals, and parents. The focus will be 
demonstrating and applying simple, effective teaching strategies 
that relate to reinforcement, prompting, communication, and 
social intentions. 



Autism Division Training 
General Registration Form

Used for all trainings except ABBIS – Contact Florence Division

Send completed registration to the appropriate Autism Division Office. the 

same form can be used for more than one training if the same office conducts 

all the selected trainings. Note: Sending this form does not guarantee 

acceptance. You will be contacted by the Autism Division upon acceptance. 

Name: 	

Check One:  I am a	        Family member of a person with Autism

	        Professional, Position: 	

Address:  Street: 	

City:                          State:            Zip Code: 	

Phone Number:  (          ) 	

Email Address: 	

Training Title	 Dates	 Location

Do you need any handicap accessible services? 	

	

Suggestion: Photo copy this form. Complete the copied form and keep this brochure intact.

Course Selection:

( )16





South Carolina Department Of Disabilities And Special Needs
3440 Harden Street Extension • PO Box 4706

Columbia SC 29240
803-898-9609 (Office) • 803-898-9653 (Fax)


